Interventions for Writing – Spelling
	Skill-  Writing: spelling


	Intervention – “Compare and Contrast”


	Source or adapted from - Patricia Cunningham, as cited in “Handbook of Reading Research” ed. Pearson, Barr, Kamil, Mosenthal



This version of “Compare and Contrast” is an adaptation of the game listed in the “phonics interventions” section of this website. Versions 1 and 2 can be found there.
Version 3:

Materials:  


· index cards
· dry erase board
· dry erase markers
Instructions:

Begin with familiarizing students with version 1 of the game:
· Give every child 3-6 slips of paper with the following words printed on them: black, hold, kind, play, rain, run.  Only give them 3 words if they’re struggling readers so they can begin by being successful, and later you can add more.

· Go over the words with them and make sure they can read each word and know what it means.

· Display one of the words from word list #1 below. Have the children/child hold up the word they have that looks most like your word. If they need clarification, explain that they should look at the end of the word. I.e.: your word is “sack” so they should hold up “black”.

· Ask them to fill in the blank as you say, “If your word is ______, then my word is _______.” 

· Ask them to explain how the words are alike.

· Repeat with another word.

· Begin by just writing words with one consonant on the beginning of your words, but to add difficulty then move on to words with blends and digraphs on the beginning.  I.e. your word is “track” so they hold up “black”.
As students become proficient, add the writing component:

· Tell them you will now say a word (don’t write it on your white board for them) and their job is to find the word that they think will help them, and then spell your word on their white board. For instance, you might say stack and so they should hold up the word black from their list of key words, then on their own white board try to write the word stack.

· The goal is to have students use known key words to help them spell new words. As they begin to understand connections between words and learn the 37 rimes most common in the English language (see below) they should internalize spellings of commonly used words.

Word list #1:

mind

crack

blind

hind

fold

lack



pain

smack

hay

main

slack

stack

gold

rind

mold

tack

bay

bun

gain

gray

plain

raid

pray

per

press

ban

fan

bless

sun

press


stain

sold

flit

scold

crop

span

flake

brain

stun

grain

bake

pack

Student key words:

Student key words are based on the 37 rimes, or word parts, that are the most common in the English language. If students can learn to analyze longer words for these parts, they will have much greater success in reading. The 37 rimes are:

-ack

-ain

-ake

-ale

-all

-ame


-an

-ank

-ap

-ash

-at

-ate

-aw

-ay

-eat

-ell

-est

-ice

-ick

-ide

-ight

-ill

-in

-ine

-ing

-ink

-ip

-it

-ock

-oke

-op

-ot

-ore

-uck

-ug

-ump

-unk

