	Skill-   Spelling Words


	Intervention – 4 step intervention


	Source or adapted from -  “The Next Step in Guided Reading” by Jan Richardson, Scholastic 



Materials:  
Whiteboard

Dry erase markers

Magnetic letters (optional)

Cut paper squares with individual letters written on each square (for Mix & Fix)

Instructions for administration:
Follow the steps below for one word. Introduce one word at a time, and then review this and all previously learned words using flash cards after completing all 4 steps with the new word. Optimally, follow this up with having the student write a few sentences that contain some or many of these words.
1. First step: What’s Missing? Write the word on a whiteboard or make it with magnetic letters. Do this in front of the students so they can see the left-to-right construction of the word. Tell students the word and ask them to look at each letter. Have students spell the word as you point to each letter in sequence. This prompts students to study the word by scanning left to right. Some students develop a haphazard approach to looking at print, which can lead to serial order problems. Say: Boys and girls, this was a word in the story [or will be in the story we’re about to read]. Write the word. The word is were. Turn the board towards you and erase (or remove) a letter. Show the board to the students and ask them to tell you what letter is missing. Say: What’s missing? The students tell you the missing letter, and you put it back in the word. Repeat the procedure two or three more times by erasing a different letter, or two or three letters at a time, until the entire word is erased. Students then spell the word for you as you write (or make) the word on the whiteboard.
2. Second step: Mix & Fix  Give each student the letters to make the new word. They should check your model to ensure they made the word correctly. Students check the word by sliding their finger under the word and saying the word slowly. Students should now pull each letter down (left to right) to remake the word. Again, prompt for a slow check of the word. Now have students mix the letters and then rearrange (fix) them to remake the word.
3. Third step: Table Writing  Students use their finger to “write” the word on the table. This finger tracing imprints the word in the children’s memory bank. Then they say the word and slide their finger under it to check for accuracy.
4. Fourth step: Whiteboards  Students write the word on a whiteboard and say it aloud as they check it with their finger. 
If you follow these procedures, students will usually learn the word in two days; however, some children have extremely poor visual memory and will need more than two days. Do not introduce a new word until students have learned the current one. To do so would only confuse them.
