Letter and Sound Knowledge Interventions:

*A word of caution – for students struggling to learn both letter names and sounds, the priority should be on learning sounds. Research has shown knowledge of letter sounds has more impact on learning to read than being able to name letters. 

When implementing the interventions below, always include instruction on the sound of the letters.
	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge 



	Intervention  - Overhead magnetic letter race


	Source or adapted from In the Trenches



Materials:  
Magnetic letters are sorted in a “tackle box”



overhead



pointer

Overhead magnetic letter race:

a. Magnetic letters are sorted in a “tackle box” with each square holding one letter. Always place the letters in alphabetical order for easy retrieval.

b. Teacher directs student to locate a specific letter.

c. Student places letter on overhead.

d. Once correct letter is chosen, student goes to screen and traces blown up version of letter using pointer. Student simultaneously says the sound of the letter.
e. Focus your work with letters which are unknown on the letter knowledge assessment.  

	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge 


	Intervention  - Letter Sort


	Source or adapted from In the Trenches



Materials:  
laminated letter sorting mat



magnetic letters or overhead letter tiles



cookie sheets, bowls, on sorting mats

Instructions for administration:

Letter Sort:

a. Create letter sorting mats using large construction paper. Fold the paper into two, three, or four sections and trace a line on the folds using a marker. Laminate the mats and use over and over.

b. Sort magnetic letters or overhead letter tiles onto cookie sheets, into bowls, on sorting mats, or on overhead. If using the overhead divide the overhead using a wet erase marker into a two, three, or four part sort. Label the top of the sort as needed. 

c. As the students sort the letters, have them tell you the letter names and sounds. (Example: “What letter is that? Oh, it’s an A? So where does the A go on the sort? Why did you put it there? What sound does it make?”)

d. Create sort according to student need (i.e. letters or letter types unknown in the letter assessment):

i. i.e.: sticks, tails, circles, curves etc.

ii. i.e.: upper case versus lower case

iii. all the letter b versus all the letter f (works well if you have a mixed bucket of many kinds of magnetic letters)

iv. After students are comfortable sorting, they can do what is called an open sort. An open sort is when students choose how to sort the letters into self created categories.

	Skill-  Letter and Sound Knowledge 


	Intervention - Big Book Letter Treasure Hunt



	Source or adapted from In the Trenches



Materials: 
wikki-stick, highlight tape, or post its




big book



pointer

Instructions for administration:

Big Book Letter Treasure Hunt:

a. Teacher chooses a letter based on student need (begin with one letter and increase number of letters as student success is built).

b. After the big book is read, student uses multisensory materials (wikki-stick, highlight tape, or post its) to mark the specified letter(s).

c. Finally, the student points to each letter using a pointer, says the sound of the letter, and counts the number of times that letter appears in the big book.

d. Teach can record the letter(s) found in a bar graph that compares how many each letter is used in that particular book.

e. Focus on letters that are unknown in the letter knowledge assessment.

	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge 



	Intervention  Letter-Picture Match


	Source or adapted from In the Trenches



Materials: 
magazines



Scissors



paper 


Instructions for administration:

Letter-Picture Match

a. Have students hunt for pictures in magazines for a specific letter, and say the sound of the letter each time they find it.  

b. Students cut out the pictures and make a collage (i.e.: For letter “a” students can cut out apple, alligator etc.).

c. Focus on letters that are unknown in the assessment so that student then creates an entire alphabet book of unknown letters.

	Skill-  Letter and Sound Knowledge 



	Intervention - Personal Picture Dictionary


	Source or adapted from In the Trenches



Materials: 
spiral or binder or construction paper or dictionary located on links 


page 


Instructions for administration:

Personal Picture Dictionary

f. Student makes personal dictionary A-Z (can use a spiral or binder or construction paper or dictionary located on links page www.readwithkary.com). 

g. Student draws a picture clue to remember each letter name and sound. 

h. It is important that these pictures be chosen by each individual student so that the picture clue has meaning for the particular student. 

i. It is also important that there are not too many pictures for each letter (1 picture per letter is sufficient for a visual cue). 

	Skill-  Letter and Sound Knowledge 



	Intervention -  Alphabet Books



	Source or adapted from In the Trenches



Materials:  


alphabet book


Instructions for administration:

Alphabet Books (mini-books with 5-6 pictures and corresponding words, one word and picture per page)

a. Have child “read” alphabet book based on particular letters that are unknown. 
b. Make sure child is connecting that the picture and word start with the same initial letter and sound. 
c. Make sure as the child reads that he or she is pointing to the word and sweeping under the word from left to right.
	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge 



	Intervention -  Alphabet Big Book



	Source or adapted from In the Trenches



Materials: 

write-on/wipe off posters in flip book with one letter per page and 5-6 corresponding pictures

Instructions for administration:

a. Teacher models by writing words underneath the pictures. Remind students that each word starts with the same letter that represents a discrete phoneme or sound.
b. Then have students write words under the pictures. Some students may only be able to produce 1-2 letters in each word.
	Skill-  Letter and Sound Knowledge 



	Intervention: Write the letters with multisensory materials


	Source or adapted from In the Trenches



Materials:  Sand box

Wikki-stixs

Shaving cream

Hair gel bags

Instructions for administration:

Write the letters with multisensory materials while simultaneously making the correct letter sound.
1. Sand box

2. Wikki-stixs

3. Shaving cream

4. Hair gel bags

	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge


	Intervention -  Letter-Naming Practice



	Source or adapted from Voyager U Reading Academy



Materials:
two sets of letter cards



adding machine tape  




cards that consist of nine letters arranged in three rows of three



tokens

Instructions for administration:

· You can work with individual children for this practice activity.  Place three letter cards in front of the child, saying each letter name and sound as you do so, such as e, g, f.  Then ask, “Which one is e?  Which one is g?  Which one is f? Which one says /g/?” etc.  Have the child answer each question by pointing to the correct letter.

· Using adding machine tape, create a strip of lowercase letters and a strip of uppercase letters, arranging each in alphabetical order.  Have children match the letters on small letter cards or letter tiles to the letters on the strips, saying the letter names and sounds as they do.  They can match lowercase to lowercase, uppercase to uppercase, or lowercase to uppercase.

· Use two sets of letter cards, both arranged in random order.  Deal one set to the children in the group so that each child has the same number of cards.  Keep one set as the deck and place it facedown in front of you.  One by one, turn over a card from the deck and say the letter name and sound.  The child holding the matching letter should put the card on top of it and say the letter name and sound.  Continue until all the children’s letters are matched.

· Create cards for children that consist of nine letters arranged in three rows of three.  Use uppercase and lowercase letters.  Each card should be different.  Also, supply each child with nine markers that fit over the letters on the cards.  Draw letter cards for uppercase letters and lowercase letters at random and say the letter name and sound aloud, such as small a, capital N.  If that letter appears on their card, children cover it with a marker.  Continue play until one child has covered all the letters on his or her card.  Check for accuracy by having the child lift each marker and read the letter and sound.

	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge 



	Intervention -  Tracing Letters



	Source or adapted from Voyager U Reading Academy



Materials:  



letter cards, plastic letters, clay, sandpaper, and other materials
Instructions for administration:

Before children learn to form letters on their own, finger-tracing helps them make the kinesthetic and tactile connections between letter shapes and names and sounds.  Children can trace the letters on letter cards while simultaneously making the correct sound.  They can trace plastic letters or letters formed with clay.  They can trace letters cut from sandpaper or corduroy or velvet.  Whatever the materials, make certain the letters are large enough to allow children to move their whole arm as they trace.  Model tracing the letters for children, using he same continuous strokes and movements used when forming the letters.

	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge 



	Intervention -  Key Words



	Source or adapted from Voyager U Reading Academy



Materials:  



letter cards


paper


markers
Instructions for administration:

When children first learn letter sounds, having a key word for each letter can be a helpful memory tool for matching sounds and letters.  Associating each letter with a word and a picture for that word is a tried-and-true technique for introducing letters.  This memory technique is used from basal reading programs to educational television.  For children who need special help in learning the names of the letters, however, you may find it more effective to have the group think of its own key words.  They might be words for actions, which would permit kinesthetic reinforcement; words for foods; words for places in the community that children know; or any other words that the children choose because they are somehow relevant.  Children can create alphabet books and alphabet murals, illustrated letter cards, and picture cards to match to letters using key words.

	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge


	Intervention -  Forming Letters



	Source or adapted from Voyager U Reading Academy



Materials:  
sand in open box type container



Crayons or markers



paper


Instructions for administration:

For kinesthetic learners, forming the letter as they say the letter name and sound can help make the connection between letter shape, name and sound.  Children can form the letters in ways that allow them to move their whole arm.  They can air-write the letters.  They can write them with their fingers in sand.  They can write them with crayons or markers on large sheets of paper.

Say the letter name and sound while modeling the letter formation, using the same writing tool and medium the children will use.  For example, if you want them to air-write, you should air-write.  When you model, you should face the same direction as the children so they can imitate your movements.  Form the letter a few times as children watch.  Then, ask them to do it with you.  Say the letter name and sound as they form the letter.  After a few times of practicing together, have the children continue forming a letter.  Say the letter name and sound as you observe their movements to see if they form the letter correctly.

	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge


	Intervention -  Teaching the Letters a Student Confuses



	Source or adapted from Marie Clay’s “Three Ways of Remembering”
(Engaging with the school system: A study of interaction in new entrant classrooms. New Zealand Journal of Educational Studies, 22 (1), 20-38) 1985.


Materials:  
paper 



Writing instrument

Instructions for administration:

If a student confuses “b” and “d” it is recommended that one be taught to mastery before introducing the confused letter. Thus, confused letters are kept apart in the teaching program. Remember students who are struggling and confusing letter identification may not be observing all the salient features of the letter. Often we feel if we are showing a letter to a student, he is observing all aspects of the letter, when in fact he/she may just be looking at one part of a letter (e.g. the straight line in b or d).

Over-learning and massed practice is necessary for a student to master unknown or confusing information. Therefore, asking students to do the following will aid learning:

1. Write the unknown letter once saying its name.
2. Write it again saying the stroking pattern (e.g. manuscript “a” is “circle starting at the top, line down touching circle.)

3. Write the letter again saying the sound that goes with the letter.

	Skill- Letter and Sound Knowledge


	Intervention -  Letter Identification



	Source or adapted from Marie Clay’s “Three Ways of Remembering”
(Engaging with the school system: A study of interaction in new entrant classrooms. New Zealand Journal of Educational Studies, 22 (1), 20-38) 1985.


Materials:  
letter cards



White board

Instructions for administration:

One reason some students have difficulty learning letters is because they do not know how to look at the distinctive features that make up a letter (Ehri, 1994). Therefore, when teaching unknown letters student’s need more than just seeing them printed on a card with the teacher saying, “This is “d.” What is it?” Clay (1995) says that seeing letters in print is an important part of letter learning, but she prefers instruction that incorporates Three Ways of Remembering unknown letters. (Note these three areas should also be used to help children learn unknown words.)

• Seeing letters in print (Printing the letter on a card)

• Talking about what the letter looks like (As the letter is written on a board or a white board, the teacher names the letter and talks about its salient features.

For example, the letter “t” is ‘straight line down, put on its hat.)

• Learning the unknown letters using movement. Writing the unknown letters in various ways saying the letter name, stroking pattern, or sound as it is written.

Over learning and massed practice is necessary for a student to master unknown information. Therefore, asking students to do the following will aid learning:

1. Write the unknown letter once saying its name,

2. Write it again saying the stroking pattern (e.g. manuscript “a” is “circle starting at the top, line down touching circle.)

3. Write the letter again saying the sound that goes with the letter.

