Interventions for Writing 

	Skill-   Writing: Composing and Organization


	Intervention –  Sentence combining


	Source or adapted from -  Razzle Dazzle Writing by Melissa Forney



There is a great deal of research on the effectiveness of sentence combining as a method to teach students to tighten and vary their written sentences. Students generally talk in longer, fluent sentences, but will sometimes write in short, choppy sentences. By teaching them to carefully combine similar sentences together, their writing will increase in sophistication and organization.

Give the student several shorter, related sentences. For example:

· My Mexican hat is large.

· It’s made out of straw.

· The hat is brightly colored.

· I bought it on my vacation to Mexico.

· It is called a sombrero.

Begin by modeling how to combine all of the important information into one longer sentence:

“On my vacation to Mexico I bought a large, brightly colored, straw hat called a sombrero.”

Or another option might be:

“I have a large, brightly colored, straw sombrero hat that I bought on my vacation to Mexico.”

Some students might benefit from underlining or crossing out the shorter sentences as they combine them into the longer sentence. 

Have the student try combining the following sentences. If it’s too hard, give them only 2-3 sentences to combine to begin with.

#1 Sentences:

· I have a collection of old marbles.

· They are from West Virginia.

· There are over 250 marbles in my collection.

· I have cat eyes, milkies, steelies, and bolders.

· I bought my collection at a flea market.

#2 Sentences:

· My friend Sid has a skateboard.

· He lets me borrow it sometimes.

· I practice on his ramps.

· I can do lots of hard tricks.

#3 Sentences:

· My step-dad took me snorkeling.

· We went last summer.

· I saw an eel and some sea urchins.

· I really had a blast.

#4 Sentences:

· Carmen talks on the phone for hours.

· She is my older sister.

· She won’t let me use the phone.

· I get mad at her.
